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EXCERPTS FROM THE BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE DOCUMENTS

PUBLISHED IN "DOCUMENTS ON BRITISH FORBIGN POLICY - 1212-12}2

(London. His Majesty's Stationery Office, 1951)

Excerpt from Minutesby Sir O. Sargent
of March 16, 1939 (page 28L): o w y

"The Roumanian Minister came to sea me th s Ca
to speak about the new situation created in Centrai Eﬁrfggznf.;“, 3
the“disappearance of Czecho-Slovakia. His Government, from T
secret and other sources, had good .reasen to: beliave that. :
within ‘the next few months the German Government ‘would reducevﬂ' :

*. Hungary to vassalage and thén proceed‘to dis:tntegrate Rumania
" in”the: same way as they Had disintegrated* Crmecho=Slovakia, o
.~ with the ultimate object of establishing a German protectorat;e L

L ' ‘over-the whole country....."
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‘with enquliries: regarding report of German ultimatum which had
appeared in 'The Times'! and 'Dally Telegraph' today. There 4
was not a word of truth in it. . _ :
) nIdasked how negotiations with Dr. Wohltat were progres-
a sing and told. him:the gist of what the Roumanian Minister had
said to Your Lordship yesterday. Minister for Foreign Affairs ;
expressed bewilderment and maintained under close cross-examina-
tion that economic negotiations with the Germans were proceeding
an .completely normsl lines as between equals. He assured me
most positively that there had been no attempt hitherto to,
Antroduce politics into the discussions and that the tone pf.
the German negotiations was more concillatory since the Czech .
- coup than before. Minister for Foreign Affairs.was in fact e
! absolutely positive that for the moment there was no- threat L
' . to Roumania's political or economic independence. o ¥
P . "Minister. for Foreign Affairs is distressed that the '
? . ~ Roumanian Ministér should in an excess of zeal have misrepre-
vour to ensure that this

a " Ty

sented the situation and will endea
‘€hall not’ recur....." :

o IR “Excerft from dispatch-of March 19, 1939
S e from Lord Halifax to Sir R, Hoare zpageh§89):
_"3ir A.Cadogan cross-questioned M.Tilea last night.
. He had.been-:instructed by Roumanian Minister for. Forei
" to'give categoricalidenial of iultimatum®story and:-inf
" negotiations-with Germén Government were continuin;
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_ apatch of ‘Mar: 939,
‘Hosre Yo Lord Halifax |page:3

o o WT felu-bnly. way'to, deal with'the matter as to inform
- Minlstér.:for Foreign Affairs of your Eructions and i)
ito: audi :at.which. I-should .like"Him




There was much in the German propoanls that was- unpalatable
but no sort.of exception could be. taken to the manner in which
‘they .had been presented and ‘pressed;: I was to believe if war -
ultimatum was presented I would be informed. at once and His.
‘Majesty hoped that his Minlster's false alarm would not lead :
you to conclusion that conduct of- Roumanian policy Wwas not -

serious..

"

"Rouman: would resist German pressure but. ahe could

.not do mo ind initely without. support.
nI am inclined to conclude ‘that beforé leaving-for
&

London Roumanian Minister Teceived from the King some. 89




